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This past year has been our most chal-
lenging yet rewarding year so far. We 
welcomed 84 students into our pro-
gram in January, and throughout the 
year have been able to empower youth 
through mentorship, service opportu-
nities, and encouragement as they lead 
their own community projects.

STA R ST RU C K

One of my favorite projects this year was 
working with students who wanted to 
start a worship band, with the goal of 
leading worship at our big PYF camp in 
October. Because Thailand is only 1% 
Christian, there aren’t many worship 
bands here like there are in the States. 
You could probably count all the popu-
lar ones on one hand. I invited the lead 
singer from one of these bands for a 
workshop to teach our students about 
worship, teamwork, and the heart of a 
worship leader. The students were star-
struck at first, but after a few hours be-
came comfortable asking questions and 
learning from one of the most popular 

worship bands in Thailand! 

After months of meetings and weekends 
of practice at sound studios, they were 
finally ready to lead worship at camp for 
over 400 people! 

Mai, the lead singer of the newly formed 
Telos band, has been part of our pro-
gram for three years now.  She shared 
with me that ever since her first PYF 
camp, she remembers having a dream 
and desire to lead worship one day in 
the future. Mai’s story reminds us that 
God can transform and use anyone for 
his glory, even a young teenager. 

T H E  O N E   

This year, nine students from a new 
youth home asked to join our leadership 
program. After spending some time 
with them we realized that all of them 
were Buddhist. We let them know they 
were more than welcome, and let them 
serve alongside us, as we knew it would 
be a good opportunity for them to learn 
about Jesus. Our service camp theme 

this year was “The One,” and we focused 
on the story of Jesus leaving the nine-
ty-nine to find the one that was lost. It 
was a perfect introduction for them into 
what our faith is all about. All nine stu-
dents heard the Gospel and had a safe 
place to ask questions, voice doubts, and 
discover the heart of the Father seeking 
after each and every one of us — His be-
loved children.

Throughout the camp, these nine stu-
dents would ask us questions like, “So… 
how do you talk to God?” Or “Are you a 
Christian because your parents are, or 
do you have to do something?” One of 
my favorite questions after the Sunday 
church service was, “Why do Christians 
have sermons that are so long and bor-
ing?” I’m sure you can see me smiling 
as I write this. All of these questions led 
to fruitful conversations where we were 
able to answer questions they had and 
share the Gospel. Please pray with us for 
these students as they consider a new 
faith in Jesus Christ.

A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERS

NewInternational.org/Give/Campaign/Luke-Alyssa-Miller



Proclaiming Christ and Making Disciples Globally

MINISTRY IN BRIEF

The Telos band, leading worship 
at camp this year. Witnessing God 
working in the lives of these stu-
dents throughout the year was a 

blessing.

This year we had the opportunity to 
work alongside an afterschool pro-
gram for village kids called Global 
Outreach International. This gave 
the students in our leadership pro-
gram the opportunity and platform 
to practice mentoring younger 

children. 

At the end of one of our service 
camps, students wrote down how 
God worked in their lives over the 
weekend and used a sheep sticker 
to stick it to the board. He is mind-

ful of every “one.”

→ BETTER TOGETHER
In August, we took a group of students to a village for a three-day 
service project. We called the camp “Better Together.” Romans 
12:4-15 says, “For just as each of us has one body with many mem-
bers, and these members do not have the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member be-
longs to all the others.” 

One afternoon  we were walking from house to house, visiting with 
people and asking if we could pray for them. My particular group 
of students were pretty nervous, as this was their first time doing 
something like this. The first house we visited was so awkward. 
There were awkward silences, awkward questions, and everyone 
felt incredibly shy. As time went by, the “khun yay” or grandma of 
the home shared her story with us about how she came to faith. 
She also shared about how the entire village came to faith in the 
past because of the boldness of one person sharing the Gospel. 
She encouraged our students to be bold in their faith. She ended 
up being the encouragement our students needed. As we left the 
house, we took a minute to talk as a group, and everyone’s faces 
were glowing. They were excited to go to the next house! After 
that, I felt like I had to run to keep up with all of them because 
they were so excited to visit and talk with everyone in the village. 

Over the next few days, the students worked together to dig 
and lay concrete for a baptismal pool, clear mud from a recent 

landslide, and clear brush from an overgrown soccer field. On the 
final night, one of the boys in our group got stung by a scorpion. 
Everyone rushed around him and asked how they could help, 
prayed, and found medical supplies. This reminded me of how 
important it is to have people around us to encourage us and push 
us forward. That’s what it means to be better together! 

While going house to house students shared their testimonies, 
prayed for the sick, and asked if there was anything they 
could do to help each family.
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In October, our team held two large youth 
camps with over four hundred partici-
pants. All the students at these camps 
come from boarding homes, orphanages, 
and trafficking aftercare centers. Students 
were able to attend workshops, electives, 
play games, and make new friends. They 
were able to hear the gospel, some for the 
first time. It is a gift for them to spend four 
days away from their institution or board-
ing home and learn more about who God is 
and how special they are. 

Our team worked tirelessly to prepare for 
this camp. Sometimes we get bogged down 
in all the planning, details, and safety 

measures that we forget to look up and see 
God moving and working all around us. 
While it feels like a daunting task pulling 
off this event year after year, I try never to 
lose sight of the fact that the fruit of this 
event is worth much more than a bit of ex-
haustion. God has blessed everything we 
have poured out for seven years now, and 
for many students — a defining moment 
in their life takes place at camp, as they de-
cide to put their trust and faith in Jesus!

During the camp, students attended work-
shops focused on our camp theme “Face to 
Face” — the stories from Exodus such as 
Moses’ encounter with God at the burning 
bush, the parting of the Red Sea, and the 
giving of the 10 Commandments. Of all the 
activities we do at camp, the prayer room 
always ends up being my favorite part. On 
the last day, a group of students came up 
to me and said, “P Luke, we all just did the 
prayer room activity together and cried the 
whole time.” I thought, why are you crying, 
and what is going on in this room that is 
making all these kids cry? 

I walked up, took off my shoes (take off 
your shoes, you are on holy ground) and 
stepped into the room. I immediately felt 
peace. I realized this room was not making 

kids cry because of the Exodus-themed 
decorations and activities, but because it 
was a safe place for hundreds of students 
to feel safe to encounter God. Those stu-
dents’ tears were because God was healing 
their hearts and they were experiencing 
the power of coming “face to face” with the 
Lord in prayer.

SOMETHING NEW: PYF CAREER FAIR

In August, PYF held its first ever career fair. 
We invited all the students in our network 
who were in their final two years of high 
school to see what opportunities their fu-
ture could hold. Career fairs are not normal 
in Thailand, so it was a new experience for 
our staff and for most of the vendors that 
came to set up a booth. We had universi-
ties, workplaces, and various non-profits 
share future opportunities with students. 

We were so proud to see over three hun-
dred students attend. For students grow-
ing up in institutionalized care, it was an 
opportunity for us to inspire them towards 
their bright and prosperous future, as our 
foundation’s name (Prosperous Youth 
Foundation) suggests. We received all pos-
itive feedback from the students and ven-
dors, so we are already planning our next 
career fair!

→ �FAMILY UPDATE: GROW WHERE YOU ARE 
PLANTED…OR TRANSPLANTED?

We often hear the phrase “grow where you are planted.” Sometimes I feel like we did the 
opposite of that as Americans living in Asia.

Every now and then I grab plants or flowers from the jungle to plant in our garden. One 
of the plants I transplanted this year looked like it died, and after a few months, I started 
debating whether I should rip it out or not. Transplanting caused all the leaves to wither 
and the plant to look dead, but on the inside, the plant was still alive. After a few months, 
the plant finally came back; it probably just needed to adjust to its new environment. 

We have faced so many challenges living overseas. God reminds us that although the road 
ahead looks challenging, He will give us the strength to press on as long as we remain 
rooted in Him. 

We are so thankful that amidst the challenges life throws at us, our family still finds joy 
in our daily lives in Thailand. We attribute this to God as He continues to be our source 
of strength and refuge. We look forward to continuing our work here as God continues to 
bless the ministry and work we do here and continues to give us more and more opportu-
nities to serve children and young adults. Thank you for your partnership with us and for 
remembering us in your prayers. In the Peace of Christ,  The Millers

S OM E T H I N G  O L D :  P Y F  C A M P 
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→ �Ministry Update From 
  the Millers

LUKE AND ALYSSA, I’d like to invest in your ministry by:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

☐  Committing to monthly support for    ☐  $50    ☐  $100    ☐  Other_________________________________________

☐  Providing a special gift of $___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to: “New International,” and write “Luke and Alyssa Miller” in the memo. 
Mail to: New International | 2701 Cleveland Avenue | Suite  200 | Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Or skip the paper and set up automatic or one-time donations online at: 
NewInternational.org/Give/Campaign/Luke-Alyssa-Miller

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________   Phone________________________________________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact us! LMiller@NewInternational.org | AMiller@NewInternational.org 

We value your partnership.
Thank You!

New International makes 
every effort to honor 

preference of gifts given, 
and in accordance with 
IRS regulations, retains 

discretion and control over 
their use. In the unlikely 
event it is not able to be 
applied to the intended 

purpose, your gift will be 
applied where most needed.


